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Fun with early math concepts

 

10 minutes till bedtime       
by Peggy Rathmann 
E RAT                             
A boy's hamster leads an increasingly 
large group of hamsters on a tour of 
the boy's house, while his father 
counts down the minutes to bedtime. 
 

 

Each orange had 8 slices     
by Paul Giganti, Jr. 
ENF 513.2 GIG                              
Children will have fun whether they 
multiply, add, or count their way 
throughthe math puzzles hiding in the 
world around them.  

 

Mouse shapes by Ellen Stoll Walsh 

E WAL                             
What can you make with one oval, two 
circles, and eight triangles? Just ask 
three clever mice--who even find a 
funny way to trick a sneaky cat. Also 
enjoy Walsh’s Mouse Count. 

 

One blue fish                                 
by Charles Reasoner 
E REA                                        
The letter E has fallen and injured 
herself-- which letters will replace her 
and how will words be spelled without 
her? 
 

 

The doorbell rang                  
by Pat Hutchins 
ER HUT                   
Ma has made a dozen delicious 
cookies. It should be plenty for her two 
children. But each ring of the doorbell 
brings more friends to share the 
delicious cookies Ma has made. 

 

Zero is the leaves on the 
tree  by Betsy Franco 
ENF 513 FRA                                   
Explores the important math concept 
zero in a way that will encourage 
children to find zero everywhere--from 
the branches of a tree by day to the 
vast, starry sky by night.  

 

Driving my tractor                  
by Jan Dobbins 
CD+BK E DOB 
The reader is invited to count the 
animal passengers riding in a tractor 
traveling on a bumpy road. 

 
 

 

Chicka chicka 1, 2, 3                    
by Bill Martin, Jr. 
E MAR                                     
Numbers from one to one hundred 
climb to the top of an apple tree in this 
rhyming chant..Enjoy all of the Chicka-
chicka books! 

 

One foot, two feet                            

by Peter Maloney & Felicia Zekauskas 
E MAL                             
This simple, interactive counting book 
is also a game of wordplay. Along with 
the numbers, the spreads introduce 
the vocabulary changes from single to 
plural nouns. 

 

Count!  by Denise Fleming 

ENF 513.2 FLE                          
The antics of lively and colorful animals 
present the numbers one to ten, 
twenty, thirty, forty, and fifty. 

 

Big fat hen by Keith Baker 

E BAK                         
Big Fat Hen counts to ten with her 
friends and all their chicks. 

 

One by Kathryn Otoshi 

E OTO 
A number/color book reminding us 
that it just takes one to make everyone 
count.. 
 
 

 

Over in the meadow                                  

by Ezra Jack Keats 
ENF 782.42 KEA                    
An old nursery poem introduces 
animals and their young and the 
numbers one through ten.! 
 

 

26 letters and 99 cents                                  

by Tana Hoban 
E HOB 
Color photographs of letters, numbers, 
coins, and common objects introduce 
the alphabet, coinage, and the 
counting system. 
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TEN LITTLE BUBBLES 
(tune:  “Ten Little Indians”) 

One little, two little, three little bubbles, 
Four little, five little, six little bubbles, 
Seven little, eight little, nine little bubbles, 
Ten little bubbles go pop, pop, pop! 
 

Ten little, nine little, eight little bubbles, 
Seven little, six little, five little bubbles, 
Four little, three little, two little bubbles, 
One little bubble goes pop, pop, pop! 

 

FIVE LITTLE DUCKS WENT OUT TO PLAY 
Five little ducks went out to play, 
Over the hill and far away. 
Mama Duck called “Quack Quck Quack Quack!” 
And four little ducks came running back.  
 

(count down with each verse until:) 
No little ducks went out to play,  
Over the hill and far away. 
Mama duck called “Quack quack quack quack!” 
And five little ducks came running back! 
 

INSIDE A ROCKET SHIP 
Inside a rocket ship  (crouch down) 
Just enough room (hold hands close to body) 
Here comes the countdown 
5, 4, 3, 2, 1 ...Zoooooooommmm! 
(Jump up, throwing hands over head) 

 

ONE POTATO 
One potato, two potato, three potato, four, 
Five potato, six potato, seven potato more! 
\ 
 

ONE, TWO, BUCKLE MY SHOE 
One, two, buckle my shoe. 
Three, four, shut the door. 
Five, six, pick up sticks. 
Seven, eight, lay them straight. 
Nine, ten, a big fat hen! 
 
 

ONE TWO THREE FOUR FIVE 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, one I caught a fish alive! 
6, 7,8, 9, 10, then I put him back again! 
Why did you let him go? 
Because he bit my finger so! 
Which finger did he bite? 
This little finger on the right. 
 
 

THREE LITTLE MONKEYS 
Three little monkeys sitting in a tree, 
Teasing Mr. Crocodile, “Can’t catch me!” 
The along came Mr. Crocodile, quiet as can be—SNAP! 
 

(count down with each verse until:) 
Three little monkeys, quiet as can be, 
Hiding from Mr. Crocodile, “You didn’t catch me!”  
 

 
 

This week’s activity was a pattern completion activity based on the folktale 
“Goldilocks and the Three Bears” to help children recognize and complete simple 
patterns. All math concepts and numbers follow patterns.  
 
To find the activity, visit:  http://www.first-school.ws/t/ac3bears_patternb.htm 
 
Find many versions of Goldilocks and the Three Bears throughout the library. 

http://www.first-school.ws/t/ac3bears_patternb.htm

